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1. IN WHAT SALVADORAN ARMED PORCE (FAS) OFFICIALS PRIVATELY 
TERM THA MOST SERIOUS INCIDENT SINCE THE 1969 WAR, HONDURAN 
AND SALVADORAN TROOPS ENGAGED IN A THR RE-PAY GUNPIGHT (JULY 7-9) 
IN THE VICINITY OP LAS TABLAS, NEAR ARCATAO IN CHALATENANGO 
DEPARTMENT. ACCORDING TO A RELIABLE PAS SOURCE, SMALL NUMBER 
OP NATIONAL GUARDSMEN ON A ROUTINE PATROL NEAR THE BORDER 
(WHICH IS DISPUTED IN THAT REGION) DREW 15 ROUNDS OP MORTAR EIRE 
PROM HONDURAS TROOPS AT ABOUT 8:40 PM JULY 7. ADDITIONAL 
TROOPS WERE SENT TO THE AREA FROM CHALATENANGO AND BY JULY 9 
ABOUT 230 SALVDORAN TROOPS WERE INVOLVED. WHILE SOURCE CLAIMS 
SALVADORAN TROOPS EXPENDED ABOUT 10,000 ROUNDS OP SMALL ARMS 
AMMUNITION AND 30 ROUNDS OP MORTAR EIRE, HE DID NOT ADMIT TO ANY 
SALVADORAN CASUALTIES NOR BOAST THAT THEY INPLICTED ANY ON THE 
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2. AFTER THE INCIDENT A FIVE-MAN FAS TEAM SENT TO THE AREA 

ON lULY 10 MET WITH A NINE-MAN HONDURAN TEAM LED BY VICE CHIEF 
OF STAFF COL. GARCIA. BOTH SIDES AGREED TO RESTRAIN THEIR 
FORCES, AND THE SITUATION APPARENTLY QUICKLY RETURNED TO NORMAL. 
GENERAL STAFFS OF BOTH COUNTRIES HAVE ALSO MAINTAINED RADIO 
CONTACT SINCE THE INCIDENT TO ASSURE THAT SITUATION REMAINS UNDER 
CONTROL. SINCE GOES IS EVIDENTLY NOT INCLINED TO AGGRAVATE ITS 
RELATIONS WITH HONDURAS AND FEELS NO RPT NO NEED TO EXPLOIT THE 
INCIDENT FOR DOMESTIC PURPOSES, IT HAS NOT PUBLICIZED IT. THUS 
FAR, LOCAL PRESS HAS NOT CARRIED ANY REPORT OF THE INCIDENT 
WHATSOEVER AND IT HAS NOT BECOME COMMON KNOWLEDGE OTHERWISE. 

3. AS MIGHT HAVE BEEN EXPECTED, FAS BLAMED THE HONDURANS EOR 
PROVOKING THE INCIDENT. FAS OFFICERS SPECULATED TO US ABOUT THEIR 
APPRECIATION OF THE HONDURAN SITUATION, I.E., A WEAK LOPEZ 

GOVT TRYING TO DIVERT ATTENTNON FROM THE TEACHER'S STRIKE 
AND SEEKING TO FORESTALL A POSSIBLE COUP ATTEOPT BY CREATING 
PROBLEMS ON THE BORDER. THEIR SPECULATION IS NOT CONVINCING 
SINCE, APPARENTLY, THE GOH ALSO IS KEEPING A LID ON THE 
INCIDENT AND NOT TRYING TO EXPLOIT IT. WE ARE INFORMED THAT THE 
LOCAL MILITARY FORCES AT THIS PARTICULARLY REMOTE AREA DO NOT 
MAINTAIN DIRECT COMMUNICATIONS WITH THEIR HONDURAN COUNTERPARTS AND 
THAT COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN THE HIGH COMMANDS AND LOCAL COMMANDERS 
ON BOTH SIDES OF THE BTRDER, PARTICULARLY ON THE HONDURAN SIDE, ARE 
PRECARIOUS AT BEST. UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES, IT SEEMS MOST LIKELY 
THAT THE INCIDENT RESULTED FROM OVERZEALOUSNESS OF LOCAL COMMANDERS 
QS TAKING INITIATIVES TO PROTECT THEIR TROOPS AND 

CAMPESINO POPULATIONS IN THE AREA RATHER THAN FROM A PREMEDITATED 
ATTEMPT BY HIGHER HEADQUARTERS RO AT THE GOVT LEVEL ON EITHER 
SIDE TO PROVOKE AN INCIDENT FOR POLITICAL EFFECT. 

4. FAS HAS CONFIRMED THAT ONE RECONNAISANCE ELIGHT WAS MADE 
DURING THE JULY 7-9 INCIDENT WITHOUT, OF COURSE, ACKNOWLEDGING ANY 
VIOLATION OF HONDURAN AIRSPACE. WE HAVE NO FURTHER INEO 

ON ALLEGED OVERFLIGHS MENTIONED IN REF B. IN THE FUTURE, 

IT WOULD BE HELPFUL TO US IN OUR CONVERSATIONS WITH THE GOES 
TO DISCOURAGE SUCH ACTIVITIES TO HAVE AS SPECIFIC INFO 
AS POSSIBLE SUCH AS IDENTIFYING MARKINGS OF AIRCRAFT, EXACT 
POSITION AND TIME OF INCIDENT. BETTER STILL, WE WOULD SUGGEST 
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THAT SUCH INFO BE PASSED IMMEDIATELY AND DIRECTLY BY 

HONDURAN MILITARY TO ITS FAS LIAISON WITH APPROPRIATE DENUNCIATIONS 

AND ADMONISHMENTS. 

5. IN CONVERSATIONS WITH ME JULY 16 FONMIN BORGONOVO CONFIRMED THAT 
THE MILITARY HIGH COMMANDS ON BOTH SIDES HAVE RESTORED ORDER IN AREA 
AND ARE TAKING MEASURES TO PREVENT RECURRENCE. THEY ARE IN CLOSE 
AND CONTINOUS CONTACT. I STRESSED TO BORGONOVO THE SERIOUSNESS OF 
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THE INCIDENT AND THE RISK THAT SIMILAR ONES COULD OCCUR AND GET 
OUT OF CONTROL SO LONG AS THE DISPUTE BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES 
REMAINS UNRESOLVED. I ENCOURAGED HIM TO DO WHAT HE COULD TO 
ASSURE BETTER CONTACT BETWEEN THE TWO MILITARY SIDES AND TO GET 
ON AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE WITH THE BUSINESS OF SETTLEMENT OF 
THE DNSPUTE. 

CAMPBELL 
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